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The James Dean Story

After an inauspicious first feature (The Delinquents, which Altman preferred
not to be screened), he co-directed this rather poetic documentary portrait of
the life and character of the star and cult hero who had recently died. It has
lluminating interviews, well-chosen clips (including a stunning outtake from
East of Eden) and crisp monochrome camerawork depicting the bleak
landscape of Dean’s youth.

A contemporary review

Of all the strange phenomena to which the mass idolatry of the cinema has
given rise, few equal the James Dean legend. Dean was killed when only one
of his three flms had been released; and it was not until several months after
his death that the cult began to grow to the strange proportions it eventually
reached. The excesses are not entirely explained by the purely romantic
interest of the actor — his indefinite sexiness, his violent and youthful death —
nor by his undeniable talent. It was more that Dean found a striking sympathy
between his own temperament and background and the parts he was called
upon to play; and through them he was able to strike, very accurately, some
characteristics of his whole generation.

The James Dean Story, directed by George W. George and Robert Altman,
and scripted by Stewart Stern (who wrote the screenplay for Rebel without a
Cause) is a contribution and a stimulus to the legend. The film breaks new
ground by its purely documentary approach; the way with show-business life-
stories has always previously been to avoid using the least fragment of
authentic material (for The Buster Keaton Story even some of the comedian's
classic slapstick was, disastrously, re-staged). Apart from a few staged details
(most of them unsuccessful) all the material in this film is documentary stills of
Dean at various stages of his life, shots of the places in which he lived,
interviews with the people who knew him and worked with him, a tape
recording he made of a conversation with his family, a screen-test for East

of Eden.

[The film] makes surprisingly few concessions to the fan-following. Apart from
a rather embarrassing sequence dealing, apparently, with the Pier Angeli
affair, and interviews with two young actresses who were somewhat fruitlessly
‘dated’ by Dean, there is no attempt to manufacture a ‘love-interest’. Even the
presentation of the rather morbid details of Dean’s dreadful death is done with
reasonable tact.

The film really convinces you that it is a serious attempt to probe the character
of this extraordinary, talented and undoubtedly tormented young man, with
his self-confessed longing for someone to love and for flamboyant success,
his sense of isolation and of parental deprivation. If it rarely gets further than a
lot of words, it is probably because Dean’s real problems, socially and
psychologically, were at once too involved and too familiar for this sort

of discussion.

David Robinson, Sight and Sound, Autumn 1957
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Martin Gabel (harrator)

Marcus Winslow (Dean’s aunt)
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*Uncredited

35mm print courtesy of the Robert Altman Collection at the UCLA
Film & Television Archive
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That Cold Day in the Park

Sat 29 May 17:50; Tue 8 Jun 18:00

M*A*S*H

Sat 29 May 20:45; Thu 10 Jun 18:00; Tue 22 Jun 14:30;
Mon 28 Jun 20:40

Brewster McCloud

Sun 30 May 19:00; Sun 13 Jun 16:00; Fri 18 Jun 17:50
California Split

Mon 31 May 15:45; Sun 20 Jun 15:40; Thu 24 Jun 14:30
McCabe & Mrs Miller

Mon 31 May 18:30; Wed 2 Jun 20:45; Sun 20 Jun 18:30
A Perfect Couple

Tue 1 Jun 17:50; Mon 14 Jun 17:50; Wed 16 Jun 20:45
Images

Tue 1 Jun 20:50; Sat 12 Jun 15:30; Fri 25 Jun 18:00
The Long Goodbye

Wed 2 Jun 14:30; Sat 19 Jun 17:30

Come Back to the 5 & Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean
Thu 3 Jun 17:50; Sat 19 Jun 12:30

Thieves like Us

Thu 3 Jun 20:40; Tue 8 Jun 20:30; Mon 21 Jun 17:50
Fool for Love

Sat 5 Jun 16:10; Sat 12 Jun 20:40

Buffalo Bill and the Indians, or Sitting Bull’s History Lesson
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3 Women
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Streamers
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The James Dean Story
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OC & Stiggs
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A Wedding

Fri 11 Jun 20:30; Wed 23 Jun 14:30;
Sun 27 Jun 18:10

Quintet

Sat 12 Jun 18:10; Wed 30 Jun 20:45
Popeye

Sun 13 Jun 12:50; Tue 29 Jun 17:50
HealtH

Tue 15 Jun 20:45; Sun 27 Jun 12:15
Secret Honor

Wed 16 Jun 18:00; Sun 27 Jun 15:50
Women in the Films of Robert Altman:
An Online Panel Discussion

Thu 17 Jun 19:00

Beyond Therapy

Thu 24 Jun 17:50; Tue 29 Jun 20:45
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A deliciously irreverent brewing company
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BFI SOUTHBANK

Welcome to the home of great film and TV, with three cinemas and a
studio, a world-class library, regular exhibitions and a pioneering
Mediatheque with 1000s of free titles for you to explore. Browse special-
edition merchandise in the BFI Shop.

We’re also pleased to offer you a unique new space, the BFI Riverfront —
with unrivalled riverside views of Waterloo Bridge and beyond, a delicious
seasonal menu, plus a stylish balcony bar for cocktails or special events.
Come and enjoy a pre-cinema dinner or a drink on the balcony as the sun
goes down.

Join the BFI mailing list for regular programme updates. Not yet
registered? Create a new account at www.bfi.org.uk/signup
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BFI PLAYER

We are always open online on BFI Player where you can watch the best
new, cult & classic cinema on demand. Showcasing hand-picked
landmark British and independent titles, films are available to watch in
three distinct ways: Subscription, Rentals & Free to view.

See something different today on player.bfi.org.uk

BECOME A BFI MEMBER

Enjoy a great package of film benefits including priority booking at BF
Southbank and BFI Festivals. Join today at bfi.org.uk/join
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