
THE TIME IS NEW: 
SELECTIONS FROM CONTEMPORARY ARAB CINEMA 

Let’s Talk (Ehkeely) 
 

+ pre-recorded Q&A with director Marianne Khoury 

A mother and her daughter explore together four generations of women from 
the same family, an Egyptian family, originally from the Levant, a family where 
life and cinema have always been, and continue to be, intrinsically linked. 

This is an intimate story between personal archival footage where reality and 
fiction interplay and the autobiographical films of Youssef Chahine. 

From Alexandria to Cairo, passing by Paris and Havana, a mother and 
daughter take us on a personal journey, both visceral and visual, as they 
question their emotions and destinies. 
 

Director’s notes 

I grew up in a family where cinema was our world, but unlike my family, 
cinema was not meant to be my destiny. For my late uncle, Youssef Chahine, 
cinema was a religion. For my father, his autodidact brother in law, it was a 
way to make a living. 

I approached this film as an investigation, a journey into my lineage. I wanted 
to understand the source of our neurosis, our sufferings, especially on the 
women’s side of the family. 

I wanted to understand this psychological malaise that is of an emotional and 
feminine nature, transmitted from generation to generation: from my 
grandmother to my mother, from my mother to me and, of course, from me to 
my daughter. 

I chose a narrative arc born out of family archival footages and anchored in a 
mother-daughter dialogue: we discuss about life and death, identity, cinema, 
our dreams and love. 

We confront the unspoken, the secrets, the pains. By exploring these 
existential and emotional questions, we dig into the history of our family; our 
identity, our geography. We get closer to the source. 

This is my way of dealing with my grief. 

By letting go, I can finally embrace cinema. 

I can finally embrace life. 
Production notes 
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BFI SOUTHBANK 
 

Welcome to the home of great film and TV, with three cinemas and a 
studio, a world-class library, regular exhibitions and a pioneering 
Mediatheque with 1000s of free titles for you to explore. Browse special-
edition merchandise in the BFI Shop. 
 
We’re also pleased to offer you a unique new space, the BFI Riverfront – 
with unrivalled riverside views of Waterloo Bridge and beyond, a delicious 
seasonal menu, plus a stylish balcony bar for cocktails or special events. 
Come and enjoy a pre-cinema dinner or a drink on the balcony as the sun 
goes down.  
 
 
Join the BFI mailing list for regular programme updates. Not yet 
registered? Create a new account at www.bfi.org.uk/signup 
 

 
BECOME A BFI MEMBER  
 

Enjoy a great package of film benefits including priority booking at  
BFI Southbank and BFI Festivals. Join today at bfi.org.uk/join 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BFI PLAYER 
 

We are always open online on BFI Player where you can watch the best 
new, cult & classic cinema on demand. Showcasing hand-picked 
landmark British and independent titles, films are available to watch in 
three distinct ways: Subscription, Rentals & Free to view.  
 

See something different today on player.bfi.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
THE TIME IS NEW:  
SELECTIONS FROM CONTEMPORARY ARAB CINEMA 
 

The Man Who Sold His Skin (L’Homme qui a vendu sa peau)  
Sat 4 Sep 17:40 (+ pre-recorded Q&A with director Kaouther Ben Hania); 
Thu 16 Sep 20:50 
200 Meters 
Tue 7 Sep 20:50; Wed 15 Sep 18:10 
As Above, So Below (Kama fissamaa’, kathalika ala al-ard)  
Wed 8 Sep 20:45; Fri 1 Oct 18:10 (+ pre-recorded Q&A with director 
Sarah Francis) 
143 Sahara Street (143 rue du désert) 
Sat 11 Sep 11:30; Mon 20 Sep 18:15 
It Must Be Heaven 
Sat 11 Sep 20:40; Mon 27 Sep 18:00; Mon 4 Oct 14:30 
Let’s Talk Ehkeely  
Mon 13 Sep 18:00 (+ pre-recorded Q&A with director Marianne Khoury); 
Tue 5 Oct 20:50 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tlamess 
Tue 14 Sep 20:40; Thu 30 Sep 18:00 
Talking About Trees 
Mon 20 Sep 14:30; Mon 27 Sep 20:45; Sun 3 Oct 18:00 
You Will Die at Twenty (Satamoto fel eshreen)  
Thu 23 Sep 20:30 (+ pre-recorded Q&A with director Amjad Abu Alala); 
Sat 2 Oct 14:20 
Narrative Encounters: Shorts Programme 
Fri 24 Sep 20:40; Tue 5 Oct 18:10 
Adam 
Sat 25 Sep 14:20; Mon 4 Oct 20:50 
Abou Leila 
Sun 26 Sep 18:00; Sat 2 Oct 20:30 
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