
A PRYOR ENGAGEMENT  

Richard Pryor Live  
on the Sunset Strip 

 

In his return to the stage after a highly publicised, drugged-fuelled accident, 
Pryor somehow outdoes himself, oscillating between some of his best-loved 
riffs and characters and a confessional mode as he lays bare many of his 
demons, from his relationships with women to his struggle with addiction.  
bfi.org.uk 
 

A contemporary review 

Richard Pryor, fully recovered from last year’s serious accident, is filmed in 
two stand-up comic performances at the Hollywood Palladium, Los Angeles. 

Pryor may have returned from his near-fatal accident somewhat mellowed, 
but aficionados of Richard Pryor Live in Concert should not be let down by his 
latest batch of comic routines. His new-found ‘wisdom’, characterised by the 
excision from his vocabulary of the word ‘nigger’ and the clearly influential 
experience of a visit to Africa (‘Where we all come from, man’), conceivably 
sets a new tone. But the wit is as sharp as ever, and there is no sense of this 
supremely accomplished social/sexual satirist having gone soft. Indeed, the 
finer points of his acting (recreating a youthful encounter with the Mafia in 
which he uses the microphone stand as his imaginary persona, mimicking the 
behaviour of cheetahs and gazelles in an African game park) are 
quintessential demonstrations of the power of body language to amuse.  
Pryor could be as entertaining as any mime artist if that alone were the extent 
of his repertoire. But when he overlays such antics with his unique 
scatological monologues, the result can leave audiences (and reviewers) 
helpless with laughter. 

Attempting, in the face of this attack, to essay some critical assessment of the 
roles of director Joe Layton and cameraman Haskell Wexler is not easy, but 
the cinematography is never less than adequate and the cutting is precise 
enough to elide two different performances without losing their sly postscripts. 
What matters, however, is the act itself, with all its verbal detours and physical 
illustration to which no written account could do justice. Suffice to say that the 
funniest routines are probably the Mafia story, the animal observations, and a 
frank discussion of his narcotics addiction (which led to his inadvertently 
setting fire to himself and suffering severe burns). At the close of the 
performance, he takes a match from a member of the audience, strikes it and 
asks, ‘What’s that?’ – ‘Richard Pryor running down the street’ he replies to his 
own question, and adds, ‘I know all that shit you been saying about me while I 
was away’. But Pryor is back, triumphantly, in his place as the most socially 
astute, sex-conscious, blasphemous and sublime solo act in show-business. 
Martyn Auty, Monthly Film Bulletin, August 1982 
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BFI SOUTHBANK 
 

Welcome to the home of great film and TV, with three cinemas and a 
studio, a world-class library, regular exhibitions and a pioneering 
Mediatheque with 1000s of free titles for you to explore. Browse special-
edition merchandise in the BFI Shop. 
 
We’re also pleased to offer you a unique new space, the BFI Riverfront – 
with unrivalled riverside views of Waterloo Bridge and beyond, a delicious 
seasonal menu, plus a stylish balcony bar for cocktails or special events. 
Come and enjoy a pre-cinema dinner or a drink on the balcony as the sun 
goes down. 
 
Join the BFI mailing list for regular programme updates. Not yet 
registered? Create a new account at www.bfi.org.uk/signup 

 
BECOME A BFI MEMBER  
 

Enjoy a great package of film benefits including priority booking at  
BFI Southbank and BFI Festivals. Join today at bfi.org.uk/join 
 
 
 
 
BFI PLAYER 
 

We are always open online on BFI Player where you can watch the best 
new, cult & classic cinema on demand. Showcasing hand-picked 
landmark British and independent titles, films are available to watch in 
three distinct ways: Subscription, Rentals & Free to view.  
 

See something different today on player.bfi.org.uk 
 

 
A PRYOR ENGAGEMENT 
 

Richard Pryor: Live in Concert 
Wed 1 Sep 20:50; Fri 1 Oct 18:00 
Some Call It Loving 
Thu 2 Sep 20:40; Mon 20 Sep 18:00  
(+ pre-recorded intro) 
Lady Sings the Blues 
Sat 4 Sep 11:30; Wed 15 Sep 13:50; Mon 27 Sep 20:20 
The Bingo Long Traveling All-Stars & Motor Kings 
Sat 4 Sep 20:30; Sat 25 Sep 14:45 
Blue Collar  
Mon 6 Sep 14:30; Fri 17 Sep 20:40 (+ pre-recorded intro); Tue 5 Oct 
17:35 
Jo Jo Dancer, Your Life Is Calling 
Tue 7 Sep 18:10 (+ pre-recorded intro); Mon 4 Oct 20:45 
African Odysseys Presents: The Black History of Comedy 
Fri 10 Sep 18:15 
Wattstax 
Fri 10 Sep 21:00; Tue 14 Sep 18:00; Sat 18 Sep 20:10 
Car Wash 
Sat 11 Sep 17:50; Tue 28 Sep 20:50 
Blazing Saddles 
Sat 11 Sep 20:45; Wed 22 Sep 18:15 
 
 

 
 
 

Silver Streak 
Sun 12 Sep 15:15; Wed 29 Sep 20:45 
Which Way Is Up? 
Wed 15 Sep 21:00; Sun 26 Sep 18:10 
Richard Pryor: A Comedy Genius 
Thu 16 Sep 18:15 
Stir Crazy 
Sun 19 Sep 18:10; Fri 1 Oct 20:30 
Bustin’ Loose 
Mon 20 Sep 21:00; Sun 3 Oct 18:10 
Richard Pryor: Live on the Sunset Strip  
Tue 21 Sep 18:00 (+ discussion); Mon 4 Oct 18:20 
Richard Pryor... Here and Now 
Wed 22 Sep 20:45; Sat 2 Oct 18:00 
Brewster’s Millions 
Thu 23 Sep 20:45; Sun 3 Oct 15:15 
 
 
A Pryor Engagement was originally programmed by Nellie Killian for 
BAMcinématek in 2013 
 
This season is presented in partnership with We Are Parable 
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