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Marital Relations
(Meoto zenzai)

Despite paternal disapproval, the heir to a wealthy family embarks on a
relationship with a geisha. Another filmmaker deserving of greater fame in the
West, Shiro Toyoda is celebrated particularly for his direction of actors. Here,
he elicits superb performances from Hisaya Morishige and Chikage Awashima
in what remains one of Japanese cinema’s most mature and realistic
accounts of romantic commitment.
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Shiro Toyoda

Shiro Toyoda (1906-1977) began with a fascination for theatre; then he got a
job at the Shochiku Tokyo Studios in 1925 and became an assistant to
Yasujiro Shimazu (a pioneer of the modern social drama) when his chief
assistant Heinosuke Gosho was promoted to director. As a result, Toyoda’s
interest in the theatre waned and in its place grew his love for the motion
picture.

Due probably to his early theatre background, Toyoda gradually became
known as a very sympathetic and acute director of actors. He believed that
casting was the most important element in a film and was inclined to reject
stars when he felt they did not fit a part. He also strove for a distinct unity and
loyalty among his technicians and used many fine screenwriters to produce
his well-honed scripts. As Donald Richie commented, ‘this attitude is entirely
responsible for the excellence of the Toyoda film, its fine polish, its expert
craftsmanship and its depth.’

Thematically, he covered many genres from kooky comedies to gorgeously
designed period pieces and, probably most importantly, modern dramas
often concerned with romantic liaisons (and their corresponding discords) and
stories about people striving to find their place in the world. Using great
actresses like Hideko Takamine, Machiko Kyo and Chikage Awashima, he
also injected a strong feminist tone into the way his heroines’ burdens are
inflected and questioned.

Toyoda believed in the well-made film — visually eloquent and intelligently
written — and he invariably delivered the goods.

John Gillett, National Film Theatre programme notes
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The screening on Mon 7 Nov will feature a pre-recorded intro by

Professor Hideaki Fuijiki, Nagoya University
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Hisaya Morishige (Ryukichi)
Chikage Awashima (Choko)
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BECOME A BFI MEMBER

Enjoy a great package of film benefits including priority booking at BFI
Southbank and BFI Festivals. Join today at bfi.org.uk/join

BFI PLAYER

We are always open online on BFI Player where you can watch the best
new, cult & classic cinema on demand. Showcasing hand-picked
landmark British and independent titles, films are available to watch in
three distinct ways: Subscription, Rentals & Free to view.

See something different today on player.bfi.org.uk
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Join the BFI mailing list for regular programme updates. Not yet
registered? Create a new account at www.bfi.org.uk/signup

BFI SOUTHBANK

Welcome to the home of great film and TV, with three cinemas and a
studio, a world-class library, regular exhibitions and a pioneering
Mediatheque with 1000s of free titles for you to explore. Browse special-
edition merchandise in the BFI Shop.

We’re also pleased to offer you a unique new space, the BFI Riverfront —
with unrivalled riverside views of Waterloo Bridge and beyond, a delicious
seasonal menu, plus a stylish balcony bar for cocktails or special events.
Come and enjoy a pre-cinema dinner or a drink on the balcony as the sun
goes down.
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