PREVIEW

Pirates + Q&A

+ Q&A with writer-director Reggie Yates and actors Elliot Edusah, Jordan
Peters and Reda Elazouar.

New Year’'s Eve 1999. Cappo (Elliot Edusah), Two Tonne (Jordan Peters) and
Kidda (Reda Elazouar) drive through London in their tiny Peugeot 205,
pumping a live garage set from the stereo and arguing about their Avirex
jackets and Naf Naf imports. As the eighteen-year olds step into adulthood
they know their lives and friendships are on the brink of change. Determined
to end the century on a bang they drive from place to place in a desperate
search for tickets for the best millennium party EVER. In their efforts to end up
somewhere, they end up closer together.

Production Story

Reggie Yates’ first experience on set came as an actor at the age of eight on
Channel Four’s sitcom Desmond’s. After his first day, he was convinced his
career would always be in the world of film and television.

‘Nearly 30 years later, the chance to make my first feature film is not one |
took lightly, and | couldn’t be prouder of the story I’'m telling,” Yates recalls.

Mathieu Kassovitz’ 1995 French film La Haine, which depicts 24 hours in the
lives of three young men the day after a riot, was the first time Yates
remembers seeing a world similar to his own screen.

‘It was multicultural, young, scrappy and unashamedly full of colloquialisms. It
had a whip smart screenplay all while making the mundane cinematic,” Yates
remembers.

Yates paid homage to his favourite film by shooting a scene with his three
cast in front of a local North London mural of a snail, which is over two
decades old and known amongst locals as the Seven Sister Snail. During pre-
production, the shot was referenced as the ‘La Haine shot’ because of its
similarities to a shot in the film where the three boys are in a playground with
one of them sitting on a hippopotamus slide.

‘This is my way of saying thank you to Kassovitz for making me believe these
stories can be told and have cinematic value,” Yates explains. ‘Our North
London version of the Hippo slide, is the Seven Sisters Snail.’

When it came to writing the script, preparation was a trip down memory lane
for Yates.

‘It was a lot of sitting down and going back to my youth and asking myself
questions about what were the fun moments,’ Yates continues. ‘I belong to a
generation of big city kids who have never seen their experience or more
importantly themselves, on screen. Writing Pirates felt like an overdue and
inclusive opportunity.’

Producer’s Polly Leys and Kate Norrish started developing Pirates with Yates
after producing his short film Shelter which was also for BBC Films. Leys and
Norrish both loved the idea of Pirates after Yates’ first pitch and felt it had
great potential for his first feature film. Happily, Rose Garnett at BBC films felt
similarly and commissioned a script right away.



‘It was a story so close to Reggie’s heart. It poured out of him relatively
quickly, so the development process was more about honing and structuring
the story and the comedy. The warm funny tone came naturally in Reggie’s
writing,” Leys and Norrish recall.

Development started towards the end of 2018 and by December 2019, with
the BFI on board alongside BBC Films, Pirates was green lit. Production
began in January 2020, but come March, and with just 10 shoot days left,
filming was halted due to the global pandemic.

‘It was a heart-breaking moment and difficult for anyone to deal with, let alone
a debut feature director. Although initially no-one knew whether the film would
ever be finished the whole team stayed in touch over zoom and there was real
enthusiasm to do everything possible to help re start and complete Pirates,

which was a real testament to Reggie as a director,’ Leys and Norrish explain.

As soon as it was deemed safe, and with all the new COVID protocols in
place, fiiming resumed in September 2020. Ironically on the day that the
completed film was originally due to have been delivered to the financiers.

‘I’'s a story for anyone who has ever had a friend’ (Reggie Yates)

For the filmmakers and cast, the opportunity to tell an uplifting positive film
about teenagers growing up in London was a rewarding experience and one
they wish they had watched growing up themselves.

‘It’s a rarity to have three people of colour leading a film of this scale,
especially one that intends to be positive’ Yates explains. ‘| grew up like many
people of my age watching coming of age films and there is something really
amazing about watching something that feels similar to your experiences on
the big screen.’

‘The time we are in right now, a lot of performances are based on the
struggles of growing up as a black Londoner,” Edusah explains. ‘Pirates
highlights the fun, thrilling, vibrant side of young black people that a lot of
people haven’t seen; it’s a side | want to see more of on screen.’

‘The film could have easily been spun to stick to the narrative that the media
portrays,’ Elazouar continues. ‘Even when | read the script, part of me
subconsciously expected some level of crime or violence.’

‘Cappo is at university living his dream, Two Tonne is so driven and Kidda just
wants to be with his friends,’ Peters adds. ‘It’s so important to tell these
stories now, growing up as a young kid | would have loved to see a fiim like
this.’

At the heart of the film is a friendship, a universal theme that makes Pirates a
film for audiences from any background, culture or age.

‘It’s about three friends who love each other and just want to have a good
time,” Edusah describes. ‘It’s hilarious and silly at times, but it also shows true
brotherhood and friendship that every good film needs.’

‘It’s such a unique story of three teenagers of colour, having fun together,’
Elazouar adds. ‘Togetherness is a beautiful message you don’t see often
enough. Pirates is about friendship and understanding your path in life. It's a
beautiful story and a love letter to brotherhood.

‘Pirates is a story about friendship. For anyone who has ever had a friend,
who has fallen out with their friends or anyone who has just wanted the
perfect night out with friends,’ Yates concludes.
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TV Preview: The Amazing Mr Blunden + Q&A with writer-director-
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Doctor Who: City of Death
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Mark Kermode Live in 3D at the BFI
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TV Preview: The Mezzotint + Q&A with director Mark Gatiss
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TV Preview: The Tourist + Q&A with actors Jamie Dornan, Danielle
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director Sharon Maguire

Thu 16 Dec 18:00

Preview: Wheel of Fortune and Fantasy (Guzen to sozo)

Wed 29 Dec 18:00

BECOME A BFI MEMBER

Enjoy a great package of film benefits including priority booking at BFI
Southbank and BFI Festivals. Join today at bfi.org.uk/join

BFI PLAYER

We are always open online on BFI Player where you can watch the best
new, cult & classic cinema on demand. Showcasing hand-picked
landmark British and independent titles, films are available to watch in
three distinct ways: Subscription, Rentals & Free to view.

See something different today on player.bfi.org.uk
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BFI SOUTHBANK

Welcome to the home of great film and TV, with three cinemas and a
studio, a world-class library, regular exhibitions and a pioneering
Mediatheque with 1000s of free titles for you to explore. Browse special-
edition merchandise in the BFI Shop.

We’re also pleased to offer you a unique new space, the BFI Riverfront —
with unrivalled riverside views of Waterloo Bridge and beyond, a delicious
seasonal menu, plus a stylish balcony bar for cocktails or special events.
Come and enjoy a pre-cinema dinner or a drink on the balcony as the sun
goes down.

Join the BFI mailing list for regular programme updates. Not yet
registered? Create a new account at www.bfi.org.uk/signup
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