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PRINCESS MONONOKE

What’s it about?
After being cursed by a demon, young warrior
Ashitaka begins a journey to search for a cure
and meets a princess named San. He soon
finds himself in the middle of an ongoing war
between animal gods and humans, which
seems destined to leave neither side unscarred.
This epic, fantastical tale put Studio Ghibli firmly
on the international map.




Making ‘Princess Mononoke’

| want my films to be seen in a theatre. | don’t care if you watch the video 50 times; it’s nothing

more than background music.” (Hayao Miyazaki)

Hayao Miyazaki is a director who takes a very active role in reviewing every part of the entire
animation process in any film that he makes. For Princess Mononoke, he personally reviewed
about 80,000 frames out of the 144,000 drawings and would then redraw them with rough lines
from scratch. It is this attention to detail that makes him the great director that he is, but it has also
contributed to a feeling of physical and emotional exhaustion after his recent films. At the time of
making Princess Mononoke, he announced that he would retire from making films. Luckily for us,
he has since gone on to make Spirited Away and Howl!’s Moving Castle which will be remembered

as being two of his greatest films.

The film’s colour is overwhelmingly green. Although the film uses more computer graphics than
any of the previous Studio Ghibli films, the main effects are still a product of the traditional process
of hand drawing and painting onto cel. The computer is mainly used for colour and can help speed
up the process and allow the animators to concentrate on more detailed work.

Writer Helen McCarthy describes the film as being ‘a beautiful evocation of the dogged,
determined, and wholly unconquerable persistence of life and love, an epic movie about ordinary
people adrift in confusing times, with a core of power and passion rarely seen in modern works of

art.’

The Characters

Ashitaka is a young prince. He acts to help his friends and people from danger and finds himself
cursed. He is a skilled warrior but is also a courageous and tender-hearted person with an open,

trusting nature.

Yakul is Ashitaka’s steed. He looks like he could be part antelope and part large goat.

The Wise Woman lives in Ashitaka’s village and advises him on his future and possible ways to

break the curse.

San was abandoned by her parents and is raised in the forest by Moro, the wolf god and her
children. She can be fierce and wild but is also brave and wise. She undergoes a massive

emotional journey during the course of the film.

Lord Okkoto is a 500-year-old boar god who is injured by man-made traps in the film.

The Great Forest Spirit embodies all the power of nature. Like the landscape, he can change his
appearance when night falls. By day, he looks like a deer and by night he becomes a huge shape
of light and colour towering above the forest into the starry sky. He has the power to both heal and

destroy.

Lady Eboshi is a tough woman who will do whatever she has to in order to achieve security for her
people. She is practical, compassionate and resourceful.
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Yoji Matsuda (Ashitaka)
Kaoru Kobayashi (Jigo)
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Princess Mononoke (Mononke-hime)

Mon 2 May 12:00

Funday: Castle in the Sky (Tenku no shnilo Rapyuta)

Sun 8 May 11:45

Funday Workshop: Castle in the Sky

Sun 8 May 10:30

The Little Norse Prince (aka The Great Adventures of Horus, Prince
of the Sun) (Taiyd no §ji: Horusu no daib6ken)

Sun 29 May 11:40

BFlI RIVERFRENT

Make a day of it and have lunch at our restaurant, Riverfront.
Kids menu available.

BECOME A BFI MEMBER

Enjoy a great package of film benefits including priority booking at BFI
Southbank and BFI Festivals. Join today at bfi.org.uk/join

BFI PLAYER

We are always open online on BFI Player where you can watch the best
new, cult & classic cinema on demand. Showcasing hand-picked
landmark British and independent titles, films are available to watch in
three distinct ways: Subscription, Rentals & Free to view.

See something different today on player.bfi.org.uk

BFI SOUTHBANK

Welcome to the home of great film and TV, with three cinemas and a
studio, a world-class library, regular exhibitions and a pioneering
Mediatheque with 1000s of free titles for you to explore. Browse special-
edition merchandise in the BFI Shop.

We’'re also pleased to offer you a unique new space, the BFI Riverfront —
with unrivalled riverside views of Waterloo Bridge and beyond, a delicious
seasonal menu, plus a stylish balcony bar for cocktails or special events.
Come and enjoy a pre-cinema dinner or a drink on the balcony as the sun
goes down.

Join the BFI mailing list for regular programme updates. Not yet
registered? Create a new account at www.bfi.org.uk/signup
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