NEW RELEASES

All My Friends Hate Me

Just because you’re paranoid, Joseph Heller noted, doesn’t mean they aren’t
after you. This is birthday boy Pete’s own Catch-22: invited by his old
university crew to a country mansion celebration, from the outset something
feels off. He’s constantly the butt of strangely pointed jokes. And what about
the local chancer who has latched onto the group and seems to be studying
him rather too closely?

Andrew Gaynord’s feature debut, scripted by lead actor Tom Stourton

and Tom Palmer, is a stiletto-sharp comedy nightmare. There's
misunderstandings, micro-aggressions and the fear that our youthful
friendships aren’t — or maybe never were — what we thought. Imagine 7he Big
Chill as a psychological horror, with an expert ensemble of rising British talent
making us squirm with dread and laughter.

Leigh Singer, BFl London Film Festival

Director’s statement

Have you ever read a script that has as much tension and hard laughs as this
does? If so, can you send it to me”?

I've been on the prowl reading feature scripts sent to me by my reps at CAA
for a few years now, and | haven’t come across a script that is as funny,
alluring, and unsettling as this one. I've been an admirer of both Toms for over
a decade, and I'm chuffed that this has come my way.

My ambition is for this film to be gut punch funny but with a palpable dramatic
tension that pulls you deeper throughout — | want the audience to be
constantly guessing, as | was when | read it, is Pete paranoid? Or is he truly
unravelling something more nefarious? | want all the performances to be next
level REAL... | don’t want to see people ‘movie acting’ or scripted lines to
sound like lines — | want to see how this would genuinely play out in real life.
And in fact, we will be genuinely shooting in sequence. It won’t add any real
amount of time, but will add to the close tracking of Pete’s psychological
breakdown throughout the course of the film.

We'll also be occasionally harnessing film’s powers to slowly induce paranoia,
claustrophobia, disorientation... we’ll also use film’s strength to seep an
unsettling atmosphere, and crank the laughter to 11. Through Pete’s POV
we’ll feel his psychological state deteriorate to breaking point.

Our audience will be completely in sync with Pete’s desperation to be liked.
Pete feels alone, lost, and wanting to connect. He just wants to have a good
birthday party, guys! To me, this is funny.

Production notes

About the fiimmakers

From Jamie Demetriou, Natasia Demetriou and Lolly Adefope in the U.K. to
John Early, Phil Burgers and Tim Robinson in the U.S., Andrew Gaynord has
a track record of working with comedy’s most exciting rising stars. Andrew is
known for Netflix’s 7he Characters (John Early, Tim Robinson), Comedy



Central’s Detroiters and C4’s Stath Lets Flats (Pilot+S3) for which he earned a
BAFTA nomination (Best Scripted Comedy).

Prior to this Andrew directed (and helped create) a string of UK comedy pilots
including the critically acclaimed FPeople 7Time (‘best comedy thing I've seen in
a while’ — Adam Buxton / ‘every beat is perfect’ — 7The Guardian), award-
winning comedian Dr. Brown’s C4 show Dr. Brown: The Outing. And, more
recently, BBC’s Elle & Natasia [Pilot] starring Natasia Demetriou and Ellie
White, Lolly Adefope’s debut short film Sorry and Jax Media’s Everyone Else
Bumes [Pilot] starring Simon Bird. In his debut feature Al My Friends Hate Me,
Andrew reinforces his fresh, distinct and pioneering comic vision, distilling the
talent of a typically striking cast.

This is the third time Andrew has collaborated with the writers having directed
the Toms in Live at the Electric (2014) as well as directing their Award
Nominated Edinburgh stage show 7ofally Tomin 2012.

Tom Palmer & Tom Stourton began their career at The Edinburgh Festival
where their show 7otally Tom received numerous accolades including a
nomination for The Fosters Comedy Award — Best Newcomers, 2011.
‘Feverish imagination’ %% % (Mefro) ‘Refreshingly original’ s % % % %
(7elegraph)

Their subsequent Edinburgh run of 7he Prison Show was met with equal
critical acclaim and commercial success, with a national tour and an extended
run at the Soho Theatre. ‘Deliriously funny’ (/ndependent), ‘The writing is razor
sharp ... dramatic ability beyond the call of comedy’ %% %% (Herald),

‘ludicrously inventive characters’ %% /he Skinny, ‘Warped, clever,
funny and well-acted’ (7/mes)

Their screen work has been broadcast on Channel 4 (Comedy Lab) BBC3
(Live at the Electric, Barnboo), Sky Atlantic (Common Grouna) and BBC
Online (Dean & Midd).
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IN PERSON & PREVIEWS

Mark Kermode Live in 3D at the BFI

Mon 13 Jun 18:30

Restoration Preview:

Dr. Who and the Daleks + Q&A

Sun 19 Jun 11:30

Restoration Preview:

Daleks’ Invasion Earth 2150 A.D.

Sun 19 Jun 14:30

Experimenta Presents: Premiere: Wayfinder + Q&A with director
Larry Achiampong

Tue 21 Jun 18:15

Burning an lllusion + intro by actor Cassie McFarlane

Mon 27 Jun 18:00

Preview: The Afterlight + Q&A with director Charlie Shackleton
Wed 29 Jun 18:20

NEW & RE-RELEASES

Vampyr

Continues from Fri 20 May

Get Carter

Continues from Fri 27 May

Benediction

From Fri 3 Jun

Pickpocket

From Fri 3 Jun

All My Friends Hate Me

From Fri 10 Jun

Bergman Island

From Fri 10 Jun

Swan Song

From Fri 10 Jun

Wings of Desire (Der Himmel iiber Berlin)
From Fri 24 Jun (Q&A with Wim Wenders on
Sat 25 Jun 15:00)

BFI SOUTHBANK

Welcome to the home of great film and TV, with three cinemas and a
studio, a world-class library, regular exhibitions and a pioneering
Mediatheque with 1000s of free titles for you to explore. Browse special-
edition merchandise in the BFI Shop.

We’re also pleased to offer you a unique new space, the BFI Riverfront —
with unrivalled riverside views of Waterloo Bridge and beyond, a delicious
seasonal menu, plus a stylish balcony bar for cocktails or special events.
Come and enjoy a pre-cinema dinner or a drink on the balcony as the sun
goes down.

Join the BFI mailing list for regular programme updates. Not yet
registered? Create a new account at www.bfi.org.uk/signup
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BECOME A BFI MEMBER

Enjoy a great package of film benefits including priority booking at
BFI Southbank and BFI Festivals. Join today at bfi.org.uk/join

BFI PLAYER

We are always open online on BFI Player where you can watch the best
new, cult & classic cinema on demand. Showcasing hand-picked
landmark British and independent titles, films are available to watch in
three distinct ways: Subscription, Rentals & Free to view.

See something different today on player.bfi.org.uk
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