
TV PREVIEW 

SAS Rogue Heroes 

+ panel and Q&A with creator/writer Steven Knight, cast members  
Connor Swindells and Alfie Allen, Director Tom Shankland and  
Exec Producer Karen Wilson. 

Filmed on location in the UK and Morocco, SAS Rogue Heroes is the 
dramatised account of how the world’s greatest Special Forces unit, the SAS, 
was formed under extraordinary circumstances in the darkest days of  
World War Two. 

Steven Knight, SAS Rogue Heroes writer and executive producer, says: ‘It 
has been a privilege to work on a project which tells the story of a renegade 
band of soldiers who used wit and imagination as much as firepower to halt 
the march of Fascism across North Africa during the darkest days of World 
War Two. This is a war story like no other, told in a way that is at once 
inspired by the facts and true to the spirit of this legendary brigade of misfits 
and adventurers.’ 

Rich with action and set-pieces, SAS Rogue Heroes is the exhilarating story 
of renegade men taking monumental risks in extraordinary circumstances. 

Cairo, 1941. David Stirling (Connor Swindells) – an eccentric young officer, 
hospitalised after a training exercise went wrong – is bored. Convinced that 
traditional commando units don’t work, he creates a radical plan that flies in 
the face of all accepted rules of modern warfare. He fights for permission to 
recruit the toughest, boldest and brightest soldiers for a small undercover unit 
that will create mayhem behind enemy lines. More rebels than soldiers, 
Stirling’s team are every bit as complicated, flawed and reckless as they are 
astonishingly brave and heroic. 
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SAS ROGUE HEROES (Episode 1) 
Directed by: Tom Shankland 
Produced by: Stephen Smallwood 
Developed for television and Written by: Steven Knight 
Based on the book SAS: Rogue Heroes by: Ben Macintyre 
©/Production Company: Kudos 
For: BBC 
Executive Producers: Karen Wilson, Emma Kingsman-Lloyd,  
Martin Haines, Steven Knight, Ben Macintyre, Tom Shankland 
Executive Producer for BBC: Tommy Bulfin 
Casting Director: Kahleen Crawford 
2nd Unit Director: Dandice Onyeama 
1st Assistant Director: Marcus Catlin 
2nd Assistant Director: Anne Warter 
Production Manager: Marcia Gay 
Production Co-ordinator: David Brooks 
Supervising Location Manager: David Kellick 
Supervising Location Manager Morocco: Khalid Ameskane 
Post-production Supervisor: Portia Napier 
Script Editor: Heather Larmour 
Script Supervisor: Emilija Paulauskaite 
Director of Photography: Stephan Pehrsson 
2nd Unit Director of Photography: Robert McGregor 
Editor: Helen Chapman 
Visual Effects Supervisors: David Sewell, Michael Illingworth 
Production Designer: Richard Bullock 
Art Director: Ghillie Smith 
Costume Designer: Rachel Walsh 
Make-up and Hair Designers: Angie Mudge, Debbie Ormrod,  
Ang Oxley-Evans 
Composer: Ilan Eshkeri 
Sound Recordist: Judi Lee Headman 
Re-recording Mixer: Nigel Squibbs 
Stunt Co-ordinator: Neil Finnighan 

 
Cast 
Connor Swindells (David Stirling) 
Miles Jupp (Major Knox) 
Beru Tessema (Canary barman) 
Michael Shelford (Australian soldier 1) 
Joe Corrigall (Australian soldier 2) 
Jack O’Connell (Paddy Mayne) 
Alfie Allen (Jock Lewes) 
Corin Silva (Jim Almonds) 
Jacob Ifan (Pat Riley) 
James Wilbraham (Guardsman Roberts) 
N.G. Rees (wounded man 1) 
Andrew MacNaughton (wounded man 2) 
Julian Mileta (wounded man 3) 
Amir El-Masry (Dr Gamal) 
Dónal Finn (Eoin McGonigal) 
Sofia Boutella (Eve Mansour) 
Ramzan Miah (snooker player) 
Bradley Banton (De Havilland pilot) 
Anthony Calf (Stirling’s father) 
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BECOME A BFI MEMBER  
 

Enjoy a great package of film benefits including priority booking at  
BFI Southbank and BFI Festivals. Join today at bfi.org.uk/join 
 
 
BFI PLAYER 
 

We are always open online on BFI Player where you can watch the best 
new, cult & classic cinema on demand. Showcasing hand-picked 
landmark British and independent titles, films are available to watch in 
three distinct ways: Subscription, Rentals & Free to view.  
 

See something different today on player.bfi.org.uk 

 

 
BFI SOUTHBANK 
 

Welcome to the home of great film and TV, with three cinemas and a 
studio, a world-class library, regular exhibitions and a pioneering 
Mediatheque with 1000s of free titles for you to explore. Browse special-
edition merchandise in the BFI Shop. 
 

We’re also pleased to offer you a unique new space, the BFI Riverfront – 
with unrivalled riverside views of Waterloo Bridge and beyond, a delicious 
seasonal menu, plus a stylish balcony bar for cocktails or special events. 
Come and enjoy a pre-cinema dinner or a drink on the balcony as the sun 
goes down. 

 

 

 
IN PERSON & PREVIEWS 
 

BFI Expanded presents: World Premiere: Haunted Hotel –  
A Melodrama in Augmented Reality 
Mon 17 – Sun 30 Oct 14:00-21:00 BFI Southbank 
Preview: Barbarian  
Thu 27 Oct 20:30  
Doctor Who: The Time Meddler 
Sat 29 Oct 12:00 
Hellraiser: 35th Anniversary + intro by actors Nicholas Vince and 
Simon Bamford, with Phil Stokes, BFI Governor/Curator of the  
Clive Barker Archive 
Sun 30 Oct 18:30 
Preview: A Bunch of Amateurs + Q&A with Director Kim Hopkins  
and Special Guests (TBA) 
Wed 2 Nov 18:15 
Mark Kermode Live in 3D at the BFI 
Mon 7 Nov 18:30 
Preview: Living + Q&A with director Oliver Hermanus, producer 
Stephen Woolley and further guests TBA 
Mon 7 Nov 20:40 
Life Moves Pretty Fast – The John Hughes Mixtapes Launch:  
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off + panel 
Fri 11 Nov 20:20 
 
 

 
BFI’S 100 BBC TV GAMECHANGERS 
 

Monitor: Elgar + Omnibus: Dance of the Seven Veils 
Thu 3 Nov 18:15 
Play for Today: Licking Hitler + panel + Q&A with writer David Hare 
Sat 12 Nov 15:00 
I, Claudius (Episode 4): Poison Is Queen + Q&A with cast members 
Sir Derek Jacobi and Dame Siân Phillips 
Sun 13 Nov 15:15 
Theatre 625: Talking to a Stranger Part 1: Anytime You’re Ready to 
Sparkle 
Sun 20 Nov 15:30 
Goodness Gracious Me + The Real McCoy (2 episodes) 
Mon 21 Nov 18:30 
The Wednesday Play: In Two Minds + Where the Buffalo Roam 
Sun 27 Nov 14:30 
The Royle Family (2 episodes) + panel discussion 
Sun 27 Nov 18:20 
Empire Road (2 episodes) + panel discussion 
Wed 30 Nov 18:10 
 

Programme notes and credits compiled by the BFI Documentation Unit 
Notes may be edited or abridged. Questions/comments? Email prognotes@bfi.org.uk 
The British Film Institute is a charity registered in England and Wales No. 287780 


