KUROSAWA

Kurosawa and Shakespeare,
Adaptation and Reinvention:
An illustrated talk

by Adrian Wootton

In this lavishly illustrated talk with clips and slides Adrian Wootton (CEO of Film
London and film curator) will explore Kurosawa’s remarkable trilogy of films,
Throne of Blood, The Bad Sleep Well and Ran, adapting Shakespeare plays
iInto resonant cinema that also drew deeply on Japanese history and artistic
traditions of painting and theatre.

Adrian Wootton OBE is Chief Executive of Film London and the British Film
Commission. Adrian is a Programme Advisor to the BFI London Film Festival;
Venice Film Festival and Noir in Fest, Milan; Founding Director of Shots in the
Dark Festival, Nottingham and Curator of the annual Cinema Made in ltaly
programme, London.

Adrian is a recognised authority in various film/TV and literature subjects
(Hollywood, crime and mystery and Italian Cinema amongst others) and
regularly lectures, writes broadcasts and curates programmes on them. In
2016 Adrian wrote and coproduced the BBC Arena Documentary
Shakespeare on Screen.

In 2012, Adrian received an Honorary Doctorate in the Arts and was
appointed Visiting Professor of Film & Media at Norwich University of the Arts.
In 2014, Adrian received an Honorary Doctorate of Letters from the University
of East Anglia and in 2017 was awarded an OBE for Services to Film.

Reading suggestions
e Akira Kurosawa, Something Like an Autobiography (Vintage Books, 1983)

e Donald Ritchie, The Films of Akira Kurosawa (University of California
Press, 1986)

e Robert N Watson, Throne of Blood (BF| Film Classic, Bloomsbury, 2020)
e Roger Manvell, Shakespeare and the Film (A. S. Barnes, 1979)

e Stephen Prince, The Warrior's Camera: The Cinema of Akira Kurosawa,
(Princeton University Press, 1999)

e Russell Jackson (editor), The Cambridge Companion to Shakespeare on
Film (Cambridge University Press, 2000)



KUROSAWA

Stray Dog (Nora Inu)

Wed 1 Feb 20:35; Mon 13 Feb 18:10

Drunken Angel (Yoidore Tenshi)

Thu 2 Feb 18:20; Fri 10 Feb 20:40

The Silent Duel (Shizukanaru Kettd)

Thu 2 Feb 20:40; Sat 11 Feb 18:40

Sanshiro Sugata (Sugata Sanshiro)

Fri 3 Feb 18:20 (+ intro by lan Haydn Smith, season co-curator); Sun 12
Feb 15:50

Sanshiro Sugata Part Two (Zoku Sugata Sanshiro)

Fri 3 Feb 20:45; Sun 12 Feb 18:20

Living (lkiru)

Sat 4 Feb 17:50; Wed 15 Feb 20:15

Kurosawa and Shakespeare, Adaptation and Reinvention: An
illustrated talk by Adrian Wootton

Sun 5 Feb 15:15

Ran

Sun 5 Feb 17:30 (+ intro by Adrian Wooton, CEO of Film London and film
curator); Sat 11 Feb 11:50; Sat 25 Feb 17:20

I Live in Fear (Ilkimono no Kiroku)

Mon 6 Feb 18:10; Mon 13 Feb 20:40

Dreams (Yume)

Wed 8 Feb 20:30; Sun 26 Feb 15:30

Red Beard (Akahige)

Sat 11 Feb 15:20 (+ intro by lan Haydn Smith, season co-curator); Sun 26
Feb 17:25

Throne of Blood (Kumonosu-jo)

Sun 12 Feb 13:00; Fri 17 Feb 20:40; Tue 21 Feb 18:10

Dersu Uzala

Thu 16 Feb 18:10 (+ intro by lan Haydn Smith, season co-curator); Mon
27 Feb 20:10 (+ intro by Doug Weir, BFI Technical Delivery Manager)
Yojimbo (Y6jinbd)

Sat 18 Feb 20:45; Thu 23 Feb 20:15 (+ intro by Asif Kapadia, season co-
curator)

Rhapsody in August (Hachigatsu no Kyoshikoku)

Sun 19 Feb 18:30; Sat 25 Feb 12:40

Madadayo

Mon 20 Feb 20:20; Tue 28 Feb 18:00

Philosophical Screens: Throne of Blood

Tue 21 Feb 20:10

AK.

Wed 22 Feb 20:50; Sat 25 Feb 20:45

In partnership with

JAPANFOUNDATION %%

BECOME A BFI MEMBER

Enjoy a great package of film benefits including priority booking at
BFI Southbank and BFI Festivals. Join today at bfi.org.uk/join

BFI PLAYER

We are always open online on BFI Player where you can watch the best
new, cult & classic cinema on demand. Showcasing hand-picked
landmark British and independent titles, films are available to watch in
three distinct ways: Subscription, Rentals & Free to view.

See something different today on player.bfi.org.uk

SIGHT AND SOUND

Never miss an issue with Sight and Sound, the BFI’s internationally
renowned film magazine. Subscribe from just £25*

* Price based on a 6-month print subscription (UK only). More info:
sightandsoundsubs.bfi.org.uk

SIGHT. -
SOUND

BFI SOUTHBANK

Welcome to the home of great film and TV, with three cinemas and a
studio, a world-class library, regular exhibitions and a pioneering
Mediatheque with 1000s of free titles for you to explore. Browse special-
edition merchandise in the BFI Shop.

We’re also pleased to offer you a unique new space, the BFI Riverfront —
with unrivalled riverside views of Waterloo Bridge and beyond, a delicious
seasonal menu, plus a stylish balcony bar for cocktails or special events.
Come and enjoy a pre-cinema dinner or a drink on the balcony as the sun
goes down.

Join the BFI mailing list for regular programme updates. Not yet
registered? Create a new account at www.bfi.org.uk/signup

Programme notes and credits compiled by Sight and Sound and the BFI Documentation Unit
Notes may be edited or abridged. Questions/comments? Email prognotes@bfi.org.uk
The British Film Institute is a charity registered in England and Wales No. 287780



