
 

 
 

 

AFRICAN ODYSSEYS 

Abolition (Abolição) 
   

 

Abolition (Abolição) 
Director: Zózimo Bulbul 
Brazil 1988 
153 mins 
 
Total running time: 190 mins 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR PROGRAMME 
 

Art in the Making: The Case of Marcel Duchamp 
+ intro by BFI National Archive Curator  
Steven Foxon 
Mon 15 May 18:15 
Silent Cinema: The Unknown + intro by  
BFI curator Bryony Dixon 
Sun 21 May 14:00 
Seniors’ Free Matinee: The Man Within + intro 
Mon 22 May 14:00 
Relaxed Screening: A Glitch in the Matrix  
+ intro and discussion 
Mon 22 May 18:25 
Projecting the Archive: 29, Acacia Avenue  
+ intro by BFI curator Josephine Botting 
Tue 23 May 18:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BECOME A BFI MEMBER  
 

Enjoy a great package of film benefits  
including priority booking at BFI Southbank  
and BFI Festivals. Join today at bfi.org.uk/join 
 
 
 
SIGHT AND SOUND 
Never miss an issue with Sight and Sound,  
the BFI’s internationally renowned film magazine. 
Subscribe from just £25*  
* Price based on a 6-month print subscription (UK 
only). More info: sightandsoundsubs.bfi.org.uk 
 
 

 

 
BFI PLAYER 
 

We are always open online on BFI Player where  
you can watch the best new, cult & classic cinema 
on demand. Showcasing hand-picked landmark 
British and independent titles, films are available to 
watch in three distinct ways: Subscription, Rentals 
& Free to view.  
 
 

See something different today on player.bfi.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join the BFI mailing list for regular programme 
updates. Not yet registered? Create a new account 
at www.bfi.org.uk/signup 

 + intro by Brazilian MP, Benedita da Silva (pre-recorded) and panel discussion 
with Vanessa Gabriel-Robinson, chair, Latin American Women’s Rights Service 
(LAWRS), and Dr Maria Augusta Arruda (University of Nottingham). Hosted by 
Victor Fraga of DMovies. 

This is a rare screening of the film by actor and director Zózimo Bulbul, a key 
figure in the progressive, political Black movement in Brazil, who worked with 
renowned filmmakers such as Glauber Rocha (Black God, White Devil) and  
Ola Balogun (Black Goddess). This epic documentary marks 135 years since 
slavery was abolished in Brazil, on 13 May 1888 (Abolition Act Day). Combining 
archive material and interviews with historians, government ministers, artists, 
sports people and street-dwellers, it presents a complex portrait of the Black 
experience over the course of the last century. 
 

Speakers 
 

Maria Augusta Arruda is the daughter of two of the founders of the Brazilian 
Unified Black Movement (MNU). Maria is Head of Researcher Development and 
Chair of the BAME Staff Network at the University of Nottingham until July 
2023 when she joins the Brazilian Centre for Research for Energy and Materials 
as Director of the National Biosciences Laboratory (cnpem.br/en). Maria holds 
a BSc. and PhD. in Pharmacology and is a L’Oréal Women in Science 
Awardee. 

Host: Victor Fraga is an Anglo-Brazilian journalist, filmmaker and exhibitor. 
Born in Brazil and based in London for 25 years, he is the founder and director 
of DMovies (aka Dirty Movies), the portal for thought-provoking cinema, one of 
the leading indie film publications in the UK since 2016. He has recently 
directed two films. Victor believes that cinema is a powerful transformational 
tool on a personal, social and also political level. This vision is reflected on 
DMovies and his films. Victor is also a film exhibitor, and regular partner at  
the BFI. 

Vanessa Gabriel-Robinson was born and raised in Amapa, part of the 
Brazilian Amazon region. She is a chair at the Latin-American Women’s 
Resource Services (LAWRS), a feminist organisation that supports Latina 
victims of violence in the UK.  She also works at the Mayor of London leading 
strategic programs focused on skills and social inclusion.  

Vanessa is a former journalist and has been working in the creative industries 
for almost 15 years, developing and implementing projects to address 
inequalities in the cultural sector in South America and the Middle East.  
She has worked at British Council, Queen Mary University, and LOCOG.  

Alongside, Vanessa has been working on independent projects to support 
cultural makers from the Amazon region with indigenous and Black 
backgrounds. She is the founder of the 1st Amazon Film Festival in London (in 
partnership with Richmix), created a series of events as part of COP26 with 
unheard voices from her region, and the exhibition ‘For those who are to 
come’, which was part of the Climate Hub at COP26. 
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